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Aft/. H. HEELIS Be SON 
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COMMISSIONER FOR OATHS 


AMBLES POE 33TA 

hawksheao soe 

plane Thee house, 
Amblesioe, 

WESTMO R LA N D. 

C AH 0 AT HAWKSHEAQ NEAR AMBLESIGE) 

29th October, 1959* 


/ 


Dear Mr* Price, 

I enclose herewith copy of a letter 
received from the Clerk of the Council on which 
X would like to have your views and possibly 
you might like to call and discuss it with me 
one afternoon* I shall he away on Friday and 
Saturday of this week so perhaps next Tuesday 
might he a suitable date- I also enclose 
the plan which was sent with our letter of the 
1 6th* 

Yours sincerely, 



r. Price, 

Charlotte Mason Foundation, 
^ydal Hoad, 

^mbleslde. 
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7th Deo mb or v 1959 


I *io fi O't thinfc there ie anything specific that can be said about 
th naaoti&tions with the Westmorland Authority at this stage exeret 
that' they are going on slowly and it will be *>ma little time yet 
hefor-e they are f-niehed! I do not think Mr. Clarke is going to move 
an inob with any alterations until tbs agreement is signed and sealed 
by the Ministry -nd I think he and the officials concerned would most 
cert- inly question any move of arparent personnel before September, 
and also if it we^e done jo-ed lately afterwards. I gather the-»e 
changes are not going to take place this year at any rate! 


As far as I nan see it seemu inevitable that the P.H.3.U. md the 
P.O.S. should be amalgam ted , and possibly Fairfield run by tits bhi.jh 
B ody, but L/think that it would be fright if the C.SJ.B. , o some 
similar committee other than the .li. .If., ehould accept respons .bility 
of trusteeship for the property belonging to the Found at in r. -nd tne 
rent t> bo used as needed. Otherwise bow can w guarantee that the 
i.ortgafte will ho paid back and all the othei obligations awtv -r. ctrie, 
as you will roaember, was -?ry strong about this. It might also mean 
that the P.B. ;.u. Committee, (and I can call it that an that it would be l ) 
might decide to close the agreement with the Westmorland uu.it ion 
Authority and the iinistry before it need do no on the grounds that 
it was not euff ioiontly P.1J.F.U. Can not 'he firet amlgaaation, nar.ely 
the P.U.S. and the P.lt. '.O. , take place a id the property still in 

the trust by a similar Body? I am afraid personnel of the ■ * 

Committee would have full command of every tiling Deluding the a poin men 
of -11 the people we wo Id rather not represent un on the new 
%vemitig Body of the College, but it in difficult for all - hia to oo 
BXpP eased* 


Much love 

From 



CONFIDENTIAL 


mh/jg 


22nd January, I960 


V, Knowles, Esq., I*. A., 
The School of Education, 
The University, 
Manchester 13. 


Dear Mr Knowles, 

I am enclosing a memorandum which 
Miss More ton has very kindly put together 
referring to the use of our Practising School 
You may not have time to look at It hut at 
any rate you will know what I want to 
discuss with Br Wiseman and Mr Clarke on 
Tuesday. 

The paragraph on experimental work needs 
defining because I do not intend our children 
to be used as laboratory specimend, but I 
am satisfied that Miss More ton does not mean 
that at all. I am not pressing the follow! 
poing of view on Mr Clarke or Dr 'Jiseman 
but if you care to mention this to 
Dr Wiseman please do. This is my own point 
of view - Miss More ton has a slightly 
different point of view. At any rate if 
the students are, in theory, to study 
Charlotte Mason they should have some 
opportunity through their work to see the 
methods in practice. This will amount^ to 
very little as the number* of students. is 
increasing and the number of children Is 
certainly decreasing. This is not In any 
way a means to persuade the students to go 
into P.N.E.U. schools later. . Although I 
say it, Fairfield is a very nice school and 
it is remarkable to see those children 

UVuI • ■ ■ 




recapitulating the work they have learnt 
without a second reading. It is also 
important that we should recognise that 
normal children can do e great deal more 
than we sometimes give them credit for. 

But there are ways of using a school, 
which Miss More ton also recognised are . . 

very important, and it does seem a great 
pity not to use a school which is on the 
doorstep. 

I had of course quite understood we 
should he allowed to do this but I do see 
your point that we are more likely to get 
something if we do not press for it. May 
I say that Miss More ton is with me in this 
desire to use the school and it may be 
that her ways of expressing it are better 
than mine under the circumstances. 


Yours very sincerely, 


Princ ipal . 


xi*} c#ac ?/6 


mh/th 


li th Harch, 1960 


Morton, sq*, 
Eden Hay, 

Stanwlx, 

Carlisle, 

Cumberland* 


Dear Mr Morton, 

hay I trouble you for a moment about trees? The trees are 
down which should be down* There is one tall but not broad 
walnut -ree which has suffered from the fall of a big 

monster of a beech tree, e had Vr Galloway over from 
Messrs hould and aioomer and he advises us that this tree should 
be taken down as apart from being slightly damaged he has nlso 
discover?' 1 sore • see * 

Two splndley trees, a larch and a fir tree are left by the 
fence overlooking the housing estate* They look very odd and 
are not in the least valuable as trees, but Vv Islsh an proposes 
we should take these down too# Mr Gallo\?ay agrees that they 
look exceedingly odd, and they night just as well be taken down* 
I ken t toned these to L^r Petrie the other day when I saw him in 
.Manchester* He agreed, but I eaid I would ask you, ^s you have 
so kindly taken an interest in these trees# 

X will assume that it la in order for these trees to come 
down unless, by any chance, you ring up or write before Monday* 

Yours vary sincerely. 


Principal. 






FROM 


the registrar. 

THE UNIVERSITY, 

MANCHESTER, 13 

TVfefrFianr .♦ 33M. 


ViMcmrt Khowim, M.A. 


Ki| LflW* 


itk/mh 


PERSONAL 


April 25th f I960. 


Dear Hiss Hardcastle, 


As always, I enjoyed my visit to Scale Bov and the very 


stimulating meetings on Saturday. I am sure that a visit to 
Mr. Clarke, following up your admirable letter, will be quite 
sufficient to allay his anxieties. 


I really did enjoy my visit and felt that I was among friends. 
I am sending by another post a copy of the certificate we 


issue to successful students at the College. You might find time to 
show it to those people who seemed anxious to know exactly what form 
our certiiicate took* I did not see Mrs, Harvey to say" Goodbye, and 
I should be glad if you could say it for me to her and Miss Holyneux 
and, of course, anyone else you may wish. I shall look forward with 
reasonable equanimity to the meeting of the Council in July, 


Miss Mary Kardcastle, 
Principal, 

Charlotte Mason College. 

AMBI^SIDE, 

Westmorland* 


With kindest regards. 


Yours sincerely. 



PERSONAL 


x 4 t 



.4 


Vfl/JO 


26th April, ig6o 


T» 0 %r 'flr. Thowles, 

Thin* you very much indeed for your kind letter, I also want'?'! 
to WTii-e and thank you for all your help and support, I shall always 
he grateful to you for your aid to an "abandoned woman 11 ! Your 
spaaob too on Saturday moaning van admirable and I thi-te made 

the whole difference to the beginning of the Conference, 

Thank you also for sending me a copy of the certificate which 
putting up on the board in the rum for all to see* 

I am enclosing a copy of a letter 1 have had from tir, Clarke, 
which aeemo to be Quite satisfactory, i fehall certainly make an 
arrangement t: ee him before very long, 

e shall look forward to seeing you it the Council meeting in 
July, I should very much like to invite you to . tay it the College, 
or in Vr, ?rice f t: gueet house, for the ^ri^oy night. But i.ay I 
let you know lafc^r on mat is po ^iible, 

f ltd Kind regards, 

Your s sincerely, 


Pr Inc ipnl 


V, Snowies, Fteq*, 
The ©gistrar, 

The University, 
Ha no heater 13, 





24th February, 1961 


mh/jq 


L.K. Browneon, Esq., 
Pl^ne Tree House, 
Asableside. 


Dear Mr, Brownson, 

M ny thanks for letting me look 
at this, I had hoped that I should be 
'’ble to have a look at it and sea wh->t 
prices were offered *nd accented 
espeoi? lly ts f t as page 58 is concerned 
where there • re one or two items marked 
"there should be a reserve price", I 
w s left responsible for seeing that 
the bookcase w ! >s reasonably priced and 
also the round oil painting in the 
gilt fr me. In f ct, it wkb rer lly 
my decision os to whether that should 
be sold or not according to the price 
offered} so i hope very much th-st « 
good price was obtained for that, 

I will ring you up shortly to 
arrange sometime when I can come and 
see you about the map showing exactly 
what the extent of the property is* 

With kind regards. 

Yours sine er ely* 


Principal 


, XU 3 f £ 


MK/JO 


22nd March, 1961 


D*ar Mrs Wait on, 

I would like to tell the Council, through you, that although we 
have had an uncomfortable term with building operations going on we 
are gradually coming through the difficulties of the transition period. 

"he btilders did not begin their work until December, instead of mid- 
Cctober, which means that we shall not be normal until the and of the 
sumner term. The work of the builders has revealed some interesting 
things. Mr. Price, the Bursar, photographed in colour one or two parts 
of the middle of the house in process of demolition. We found an old 
fireplace and oven which formed part of the wall in the Housekeeper's 
room' and scullery. 1 had always heard from Miss Kitchlnjthat this was 
the oldest part of the house, and this has proved to be so. There were 
immense rock like stones to be removed from the wall. I expect it was 
a part of the old hut or shelter on the hill which the word Scale Bow 
indicates* 

The Beehive, which has been converted into a library, is a most 
delightful building and you having seen it can de Bribe it to the Council* 
The yo;ng Architect has a very good eye for colour, and it pleases us 
all. The old "Classroom" then "Library" and now general CeamonrocaL 
in Scale How bereft of bouks looks very distinguished and drawing room 
like with its new decoration of light gold and white paper and light olive 
gfeen celling and paint. *fe are putting the Saskia from the old drawing 
ro.i over the mantlepifcce , and the big round gilt framed picture of 
Bottlcina is where it used to be* The portrait of Charlotte Ha boh will 
be in an honoured place in the new dining room* 

The first year students are doing some teaching and observation 
in FairfMd, they are most interested in this* The third year students 
are at the moment doing *heir Final Teaching Practice, and the second year 
students are carrying on the work and responsibility of the college* 

It la difficult having to have our meals at Hill Top but every&ne 
is cheerfully accepting the ineoneencienee and the Easter holidays art 
upon usi the sunu.er term should be easier* Except for a few cases of 
flu the health of the students has been very good. 

Spring is very early and the banks are covered with wild daffodils, 
even the rhododendrons are out* 1 miss our contacts. Please forgive a 
comparatively short letter but Hiss i -Cretan, Vice-Principal* has been 
ill and is away; that and the Final Sxaminations make a busy life* 


With all beat wishes to you and everyone. 



A-UfyoKCiKo 


*h/jg 


24th November, I 96 I 


Dear Mrs Walton* 

By courtesy I have received a copy of the minutes of the P.ff.E.U. 
meeting held on 26th October when I was asked to attend. There are 
one or two points that I must refer to as they are inacourate as they 
stand. For instance, on page 4 there are various references to the 
L.F.A. which are wrong* The L.H.A, Is not really interested in the 
students working at Fairfield and there can be no possibility that 
the school should be given a subsidy. The L*I.A. Is very much interested 
in what we do her© but it is not concerned to do propaganda for the 
P.N.-.U. The students have plenty of other opportunities for teaching 
in Westmorland, Danoashire Division I and in the borough of Barrow-in- 
Furness. The L.E.A, does however leave me very free and allows me 
to arrange for this practice and observation of Fairfield children 
by the students. Naturally, I am \*©ry keen that this should be done 
and the Charlotte tisson Foundation at one time cert 1 inly was too, 
and I thought that the new merged Council would also he interested that 
the students sbo id gain some real knowledge of the methods of 
Charlotte Mason by seeing them worked out in the school. It would 
be a very great pity if the students did not have that opportunity. 
Although Miss ifiraford takes a great deal of trouble that *ha students 
shoil * a in as much as possible from this practice It is also an 
advantage to her to have their help at the week-ends and, less so 
perhaps during the week* in fact it is a fair example of give and take. 

I felt sure that you were minuted wrongly, and you have confirmed 
this, about the closing of Fairfield Senior School. The truth is that 
wa had bean told at the Full Inspection of the College by H.M. Inspectors 
that the College staff could not be asked to teach in the school as 
well as the College, This was a very strong recora endation which I 
ha^ to follow. Consequently we realised that ^airfield Senior School 
could not continue, as the additional money required for school salaries 
^ould be quite impossible to meet. It was that decision which made it 
necessary to aloe© the Senior School. After that it was decided to 
use the senior boarding houses for student accommodation. 

May l make one more comment? It is true that there are various 
expenses due to the Hake-over 1 which come this year, but I would like 
to remind th« coonoll that tha debt. ; tforrod to do Mt halon* to th. 
Charlotte Mason Foundation alone. 


Yours s inoar sly. 


Principal 



